	East Carleton & Ketteringham Quarry Committee
Minutes of the March 2013 Quarry Committee Meeting 

At Ketteringham Village Hall 

On Wednesday 15th May 2013 at 7.30PM

Meeting 3/2013

	Present: 
Matthew Davies

Sue Burt 


Ingrid Fairman





Iain Barr


Jane Harris


Michael Benstead



Carole Jowett – Clerk 

6 members of the public attended

	

	Action

	1. 
	To elect a chairman for the next year 

Ms Fairman proposed that Mr Davies be chairman for the coming year Ms Harris seconded the proposal and he was unanimously voted in as chairman.
	

	2. 
	To receive and consider apologies for absence

No apologies were received, all members were present 
	

	3. 
	To co-opt a new member

The member who had been co-opted at the last meeting had resigned shortly after the meeting and the vacancy re-advertised.

Richard Wilbourn had expressed an interest and he was proposed by Jane Harris, seconded by Matt Davies and voted in as a committee member.   
	

	4. 
	To receive declarations of interests in items on the agenda

No interests were declared. 
	

	5. 
	To review actions from last meeting
5.1 A response had been received from Peter Lemon confirming that perennial rye seed had been added to the mix that was to be a wild flower meadow. It was decided after discussion that the growth would be observed this year however concerns would be expressed to Ed Stocker the Norfolk County Council ecologist. The clerk was asked to contact him to alert him to the committee’s concerns. 

5.2 Concerns had been expressed about the putting a storage container on site. Other options were discussed including the type of storage and also the location. It was agreed that the area originally identifies d would be the best option as it could be backed with only the smaller end on view, it was also closer to the area earmarked for social events. 
	CJ

	6. 
	To discuss the publication of a quarterly newsletter

After discussion it was agreed that the parish council newsletter was sufficient at the present time. It was suggested that an item be included on the July agenda and that articles would be prepared ready for the Autumn newsletter in October. 
	

	7. 
	To consider tree certificates for Busseys

This item had been requested at the last meeting however no information was available. The clerk will try to obtain information and options for the next meeting.  
	

	8. 4
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation
No issues were raised.
	

	9. 
	To discuss and agree the location of waste and dog bin 
Both waste and dog bins had been purchased and were in storage in readiness for the construction of the car park. Middleton Aggregates were willing to install the bins as part of the construction due to take place in July however they wanted to know where they needed to be placed. 

Matt Davies suggested that the dog bin would be best placed 100 yards down the pathway after leaving the car park. The waste bin to be installed close to the road so that South Norfolk Council could empty it. 

There would be a annual charge for emptying the dog bin
	

	10. 
	To review the policy of people taking dogs on site  
There were discussion about allowing dogs on site and demanding they be kept on leads. 

It was clarified that the area where dogs were to be restricted between March and September were marked in yellow on the restoration plan maps. It was agreed that clear signage would be required to achieve this. 

The need for volunteer wardens was discussed and it was suggested that advice from South Norfolk Council be sought on how to manage this issue. Byelaws were discussed as a means to managing dog-fouling problems. The clerk agreed to circulate a copy of Swardeston Common byelaws to the committee. 

It was agreed to look at South Norfolk Councils policies on dog management. 

The clerk was asked to forward maps of the site to Mr Wilbourn.

Discussion took place about the potential of designating the site as a nature reserve or country park at some point in the future.
	CJ

CJ

	11. 
	To discuss the approach to the amenity aspect of the site
A numbers of requirements were identified including seating, picnic tables and shelters. A variety of consultations had already taken place and some amenity use had been removed from the restoration plan during the planning stages.

There would be a need to respond to demand as it arose in future once people had access to the site, further consultations would then take place. 

It was envisaged that people may wish to have memorial benches or trees and a policy would be required to cover any such requests.

The committee agreed it was open to suggestions for the future for amenity that fitted the vision and mission statements.
	

	12. 
	To review and comment on the draft management plan 

Mr Davies said that he had just received comments back on the plans and had not had chance to incorporate them all. 

Some concerns were raised that the plan was just for the breathing place and not the entire site. The management plan for the rest of the site will go into the back of the management plan so that there is one overall management plan for the entire site.

It was noted that the management plan is labour intensive although it was acknowledged that Peter Lemon has an obligation do maintain the site as a whole.

Mr Davies will circulate the final draft plan before the next meeting. 

Concerns were raised about value for money on training investment with a suggestion that there was a need to mark out on the site map what the commitments were. 

A concern was raised that the intention to screen the estate fencing on neighbouring land with a fence could cause a problem. There was a gate through to the neighbouring land that had historically been used as access for farm machinery from the private road from East Carleton. If there was an enduring right of access this may need to be considered before going ahead with any fencing. 

The clerk will contact the landowner to ascertain if there is a right of access. 
	CJ

	13. 
	To review Middleton Aggregate’s management plan

Concerns were raised that there was no specification for the heights of the cutting of the grass. 

The removal of 75% of the leylandii was discussed and it was agreed that the preference would be to thin the trees out and to top the remainder and this needed to be done in the autumn.

The bird boxes did not get put up during the working party sessions and therefore Peter Lemon would be asked to put up them up.

Ms Harris will submit a list of the concerns to the committee and Mr Davies and Dr Barr would review them and meet to discuss them with Peter Lemon.
	

	14. 
	To discuss how to improve the functioning of the committee

It was agreed to carry this item forward to the next agenda.
	

	15. 
	To discuss and agree summer activities

A species day to follow up on the habitat survey was suggested, potentially to take place in September. This will be discussed at the July meeting. 
	

	16. 
	To receive an update on the icehouse restoration project

The pinnacles should be completed at the end of June. 
	

	17. 
	Close

The next meeting will take place at Ketteringham village hall on 10th July 2013 at 19:30 

Agenda items to include:

To discuss how to improve the functioning of the committee

To consider tree certificates for Busseys – if information was available

To consider a species day in September

The meeting closed at 9.45pm
	

	Signed ………………………………………….                       Date 

Matthew Davies
Chairman to East Carleton & Ketteringham Quarry Committee

http://east-carlton-and-ketteringham-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
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