	East Carleton & Ketteringham Quarry Committee
Minutes of the March 2013 Quarry Committee Meeting 

At Ketteringham Village Hall 

On Wednesday 16th March 2013 at 7.30PM

Meeting 2/2013

	Present: 
Matthew Davies

Sue Burt 


Ingrid Fairman





Iain Barr


Jane Harris


Michael Benstead



Carole Jowett – Clerk 

6 members of the public attended

	

	Action

	1. 
	To receive and consider apologies for absence

No apologies were received, all members were present 
	

	2. 
	To co-opt a new member

2 volunteers had registered their interest in joining the committee only one of those was present.

Paul Bussey gave an overview of his skills, experience and his interest in the site. Jane Harris proposed that he be co-opted to the committee, Iain Barr seconded this proposal and it was unanimously agreed that Mr Bussey then joined the meeting.  
	

	3. 
	To receive declarations of interests in items on the agenda

Jane Harris declared an interest in the slowworm translocation item on the agenda.
	

	4. 
	To review actions from last meeting
4.1 The issue about the seed mix used on the restored area remains outstanding. There is an urgent need to establish what was added to the meadow mix as if perennial rye grass was added it would need to be killed and reseeded otherwise wildflowers will not grow. The clerk will ask Peter lemon to establish what exactly has been used and if no response is received this should be referred to Norfolk County Council as the planning application specified the required mix. 

4.2 The conservation volunteers (formerly BTCV) have a container fitted out and Matt Davies said he could get a photograph as an example of what could be done with a container used for storage. 
	

	5. 4
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation
A request was made for sight of a management plan with full costings included. It was clarified that the restoration plan as required by the planning permission would be delivered in its entirety by Middleton Aggregates and fully funded by them. Only additional items identified and added would need to be funded by the community although the works would be done by volunteers so no costs have been committed using public funds. 

A suggestion was made that a quarterly quarry newsletter should be done to keep residents aware of what was happening on site and to encourage people to become more involved. Paul Bussey said he would be happy to do the printing free of charge if this was something that the committee wanted to pursue. This would be included on the next meeting agenda.

Concerns were raised about funding and the earlier use of grants it was explained that these grants had been used to get the community engaged including assets and training, many of the items purchased were still available for community use.

Discussion took place about funding and the forthcoming transfer of the site to the parish council. 
	

	6. 
	To receive an update on the phase I habitat survey

Jane Harris gave a presentation of the findings from the survey undertaken the previous year. Sue Burt suggested setting up a photographic record for future reference.
	

	7. 
	To consider translocation of slow worms to the site
The Parish Council has agreed to the translocation of slowworms some time ago and potential sites were discussed. It was agreed to build a hibernaculum on the southern boundary of icehouse pit as the prime site for translocation. Jane Harris gave a brief presentation on translocation of slowworms.

Ingrid Fairman expressed concerns about translocation to the hibernaculum on the northern boundary of the site on the Landscape Partnership restoration plan because it is very close to the main footpath around the site and felt that there was a risk to introducing a protected species so close to the public pathway.

Peter Lemon would be asked to provide some rubble to the northern boundary of icehouse pit so volunteers can build a suitable hibernaculum for the translocation, which would commence in mid April.
	

	8. 
	To review and comment on the draft management plan 

Matthew Davies supplied copies of the first draft of the management plan for the breathing place and it was agreed that comments should be done using “track changes” and sent from one member of the committee to the next so that the final version of amendments could be sent back to Matthew in advance of the next meeting. It was expected that this document would be merged or appended to the overall site plan but would be an organic document that would be added to and changed as time dictated.

It was suggested that history group be asked to do a history of the site up to the commencement of the extraction activities to be kept with the management plan. 

It was agreed that Janet Harris would start on a plan of work from the Landscape Partnership plan.

Concerns were raised bout drainage issues on site although no solutions were identified.
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	9. 
	To receive an update on the programme of works for volunteers for this autumn/winter
The first day of work would be Saturday 16th March 2013 and would include cutting saplings down in the sycamore belt along the edge of the icehouse pit. Address the overgrown brambles and saplings in the icehouse vista towards the lake. Work not completed would be carried on with volunteers from Aviva on Thursday 21st March 2013.

Paul Bussey gave permission to park on the hard standing opposite the entrance to the site on both days. 
	

	10. 
	To receive an update on the icehouse restoration project

The history group has planned an open event on 14th April 2013 from 3 – 5pm at Ketteringham Village Hall to show the work on the icehouse. Refreshments would be provided. 

Ingrid Fairman said that arrangements were in place to start phase II of the restoration from May onwards.
	

	11. 
	To progress provision of storage on site

New quotes for sipping containers had been requested. It had been clarified that no planning permission would be required to locate a container for storage on site. 

Funding opportunities were being sought, the district council neighbourhood fund could provide up to £2000 although the overall cost is likely to be higher than this. 
	

	12. 
	Close

The next meeting will take place at Ketteringham village hall on 15th May at 19:30 

Agenda items to include:

A quarterly newsletter 

Tree certificates for Busseys
The meeting closed at 21.35pm
	

	Signed ………………………………………….                       Date 

Matthew Davies
Chairman to East Carleton & Ketteringham Quarry Committee

http://east-carlton-and-ketteringham-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
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