
	East Carleton and Ketteringham Parish Council



	Minutes of the October 2005 Parish Council Meeting 
at Ketteringham Village Hall, Ketteringham, 

On Thursday 13th October 2005 at 7.30PM

	Present : 

Mr A. Benstead – Chairman

Ms I. Fairman

Mr S Mealing-Mills

Mrs A Jordan 
Mr R Walmsley
Mr T Cave

Mr M Jordan - Treasurer
Clerk :Mrs C Jowett 

	1. 
	Apologies 

Apologies were received from: – Cllr D Pond and Cllr V Clifford-Jackson.

	2. 
	Minutes of Last Meeting & Actions from Last Meeting

The minutes of the July parish council meeting held on 20h July had been circulated. One issue had been raised by a resident however the parish council agreed them as a true and accurate record and they were signed by the chairman.
Ms Fairman said that although the issue of the road markings which have worn away at the end of Cantley Lane they had still not been resolved. The clerk will raise this once more with the Planning and Transportation department. The verge erosion issue is also to be raised once more.

	3. 
	Public Participation

The Local Development Framework (LDF) has recently sent a consultation document and an invite for parishes to send 2 people to attend a special parishes consultation evening on 14th November 2005 at South Norfolk Council Offices. It was agreed that Alan Benstead and Ingrid Fairman would attend. There will also be public events which Parish Council members are also welcome to attend and give their views. A list of times and locations will be displayed on the Parish noticeboards.
As 2 areas of land in Ketteringham have been suggested areas for development in Ketteringham there was a significant attendance at the parish council meeting from the village. The maps were made available for residents to view and many issues were raised and these were:-
· Drainage – already overloaded with current housing. 

· Road Infrastructure – the village is already experiencing considerable problems with the roads being used by residents taking children to schools in Hethersett and Mulbarton. The village is being used as a short cut by drivers trying to avoid queues on the A11 on the approach to Thickthorn. Amenities – There are no amenities within the village meaning that all journeys to local shops, doctors, schools etc have to be made by car.

· Streetlights & pavements – None exist within the village making in unsuitable for people and especially children to walk to neighbouring villages.

· Water – The water pressure at the end of the village and is at the lowest acceptable level and Anglia Water has previously indicated there is no further capacity.

· A11 – The proposed gap closure is likely to increase traffic through the village this is more than likely for northbound vehicles leaving the A11 at Wymondham going to whites or SNDC/NCC depots.
· Rail Freight Depot – if this plan goes ahead the effects on the roads as described above are expected to be even worse.

· Visual character – Ketteringham is a rural village and construction would spoil it’s natural appeal.

· Conservation area – Ketteringham was designated as a conservation area nad building would jeopardise this status.

· Sustainability – Ketteringham and East Carleton are not sustainable villages having no facilities.

All attendees were in full agreement that the parish council should vigorously oppose any plans to develop either Eat Carleton or Ketteringham. The 2 attendees to the consultation meeting will represent the views of all residents and the clerk will write to the LDF expressing the concerns of the villagers and listing the issues discussed above.

	4. 
	Matters Arising

Waste Collection Calendars

South Norfolk Council has written to Parish Councils asking for assistance and advice about the best way to distribute collection calendars and newsletters. In an effort to reduce costs they are asking if Parishes could distribute with their newsletters to ensure that every household received them. It was felt that the current method of delivery is the best using the refuse collectors to leave with the bins.
Local Democracy Week – Involving Young People

Local Democracy Week is 17th – 21st October and this year the theme is involving young people. Norfolk County Council is keen to see young people more involved in their local communities and is seeking to work with parish councils to provide more local activities for teenagers. They are offering to attend a future parish council meeting to advise on issues, grants etc however due to the very low numbers of teenagers and children within the parish it was agreed that this would not be appropriate.

Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005

The above act impacts parish councils in 2 ways. It allows councils to issue fixed penalty notices for litter, graffiti, fly-tipping and dog offences. And it allows parish councils to introduce dog control orders for a range of offences, effectively replacing the current byelaw system. Due to the size of the parish and it’s rural environment it was agreed that the parish council will not need to engage in this activity.
Rural Speed Reduction Initiative

Norfolk County Council has written to explain a speed reduction initiative called SAM (Speed Awareness Message). SAM is a mobile speed sign which rewards drivers within the speed light with a smiley face and those who exceed the speed limit will have thir speed displayed against the correct speed limit. 50% of fatal and serious crashes occur on the rural open road network and the major causation factor is excessive or inappropriate speed. Posters will be displayed in noticeboards.
Highways Agency Traffic Officer Service

An update on the new service was received together with a newsletter which is available from the clerk.
Wymondham Flexibus

The Wymondham flexibus contract comes to an end in March next year and the council is currently seeking comments on whether the service needs to be changed to best meet the needs of existing and potential users. A questionnaire is available to parishioners from the Parish Clerk to submit to Norfolk County Council.

Norwich Bus Station

The new Norwich bus station opened on 30th August and a layout plan for the station and the bus services has been received and is available from the clerk.

Common Land and Open Country

The Countryside Agency has issued the conclusive map of registered common land and open country for the East of England. The maps for East Carleton and Ketteringham can be made available to the public however it is important to note that these maps are not walking maps and cannot be used to identify areas where people can walk. Also the new access rights will not come into force until the secretary of state has made a commencement order for the East of England which is expected to be late October.
Quality Parishes and Parish Planning

A letter has been received from The Rt Hon Alun Michael MP, Minister for Rural Affairs and Local Environment encouraging parishes to take up the QUALITY Parish and Town council scheme as it may enable parishes to benefit from additional grants which may become available to QUALITY parishes. 

He also announces that £1m will be available from April for parish Plans and Defra will offer continuing support from 2006. 

South Norfolk Housing Partnership

South Norfolk Housing Partnership is changing it’s name to Saffron Housing Trust Ltd and the clerk showed a picture of the new logo and liveried vehicles.

Local Works – Campaign for the Sustainable Communities Bill
A newsletter has been received and a letter asking for parish councils to lobby MPs in support of the above bill. Further details can be obtained from the Parish clerk.
Charitable Donation 

A request for donations to LEPRA has been received, it was unanimously agreed not to make any donation.

	5. 
	Boundary Changes

The Clerk updated the Parish Council on the current position of the effects of the Boundary changes.
The residents in Cantley Lane have now been notified of the change and have received amended council tax bills.

Chris Walton form South Norfolk democratic services has suggested that the Parish Council meet with Geoff Rivers Chief Executive of the council to agree how best to resolve the outstanding issues between East Carleton and Ketteringham and Cringleford parish Councils and the future of the street lights with the knock on effect on the residents affected. The clerk will make an appointment to see Mr Rivers and Martyn Jordan volunteered to accompany her.
The clerk has received a response from FreightForce Distribution whose vehicle demolished the street light. They have asked how much the damage is likely to be rather than provide insurance details. The clerk will respond with a holding statement pending the meeting with Geoff Rivers.

EDF energy have asked the parish council to take over the responsibility for the electricity supply to the lights, no response to be given until the meeting with Geoff Rivers takes place.

	6. 
	Parish Plans
Ms Fairman, Mr Benstead, Mr Mealing-Mills and Mr Cave have not yet managed to start the action committee but it was agreed that the first thing would be to canvass the views of residents by issuing a questionnaire to households. 

	7. 
	Traffic Issues
The speed restriction in Ketteringham was again raised and the clerk explained that she had still had no updates from Planning and Transportation at Norfolk County Council despite regularly asking for them. The clerk will now escalate to a higher level.
Due to the fact that the verge erosion was still seen to be a problem despite the Planning and Transportation department thinking otherwise the clerk will try to get them to a meeting to discuss the ongoing traffic problems within the village.

	
	Finances
Mr Jordan gave an update on the Parish Council’s financial position.
He explained that the £1500 which had been given to the council by mobile concrete supplies in September 2001 as reported at the last meeting had been used to part fund the base of the East Carleton village sign. It had been raised by a resident that a fund raising event had provided the money for this however Mr Jordan clarified that a donation of £682.00 had been made by the Parish Council as well. There was a cost of £303.00 for legal services for the quarry and the other expenditure was because the parish precept had not been increased for a number of years and the Parish Council had had insufficient funds available to meet it’s needs. Hence further amounts of £600, £500 and £300 had been used to bolster the current account. 
The budget for next year will be an agenda item at the next Parish Council Meeting as the position of the street lights in Cantley Lane needs to be resolved with the help of South Norfolk Council before this can be finalised.
It will also be discussed as to whether it is appropriate for charitable donations to be made by the Parish Council as such payments should be included in the precept. This will be discussed at the next meeting.

The budget for the churches needs to be addressed as there has been a request for an increase and one resident asked whether in fact any donations should be made out of the parish precept. This issue will be addressed at the next meeting whilst setting the budget for next 2006/2007.

	8. 
	Planning Applications
Approved 

2005/1485/H
Threeways Swardeston Lane, East Carleton – proposed erection of conservatory to the South side of dwelling. Approved with Conditions.
New Applications

2005/1852/F 

Land at Valley Farm, The Drift, Swardeston Common, East Carleton. – Proposed erection of 2 dwellings for short term and holiday letting.  The Parish Council have raised objections to this application.

2005/1931/H – Stanfield Hall, Stanfield Road, Wymondham. – Proposed alteration to outbuildings to form new swimming pool, glazed link to house and pool ancillary areas.

2005/1932/LB - Stanfield Hall, Stanfield Road, Wymondham. – Proposed alteration to outbuildings to form new swimming pool, glazed link to house and pool ancillary areas

	9. 
	Ketteringham Quarry
The Parish Council had met with Peter Lemon of Middleton Aggregates at the quarry and agreed to a change of planning to enable the site to be handed back to the Parish Council in 2 phases instead of the multiple phased approach previously agreed. Mr Lemon had given the council members a tour of the site and possible solutions to the handover had taken place. The 2 dates for handover are now 31st December 2005 and 31st December 2013.
A formal proposal has now been received from Middleton Aggregate’s agent however the clerk was asked to ascertain the ownership and right of way to the access road. The access will be essential to ensure the land has full open access into the future.

An issue was also raised about the entrance to the access road which has visibility issues. The signage was also raised and it was agreed that South Norfolk Planning and Transportation should be consulted for their ideas and views.

It was agreed that a steering committee should be formed to ensure that all issues are addressed and the future of the area is adequately planned and controlled.

	10. 
	Any other Business 
Ms Fairman confirmed that due to insurance difficulties it had been decided that no events would take place to commemorate Trafalgar weekend.

The meeting closed at 9.35pm.



	Date of Next meeting: 7th December 2005 
Time: 7.30 PM
Venue: St Mary’s Church, East Carleton.   
Signed ………………………………………….                       Date ……………………           
Alan Benstead

Chairman to East Carleton & Ketteringham Parish Council 

The address for the Parish Council Website is http://www.eastspace.net/eastcarleton/


Page 1 of 5
Author: Carole Jowett

October 05

Version 2

